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down with cares and worries, when they should really be
' careful for nothing'. They have simply to receive and to assi-
milate. They should know only to discriminate between what
should be received and what rejected. It is the duty of the
teacher to teach his pupils discrimination. If we go on taking
in indiscriminately we would be no better than machines. We
are thinking, knowing beings and we must in this period dis-
tinguish truth from untruth, sweet from bitter language, clean
from unclean things and so on. But the student's path today
is strewn with more difficulties than the one of distinguishing
the, good from bad things. He has to fight the hostile atmos-
phere around him. Instead of the sacred surroundings of a
rishi guru's ashrama and his paternal care, he has the atmos-
phere of a broken down home, and the artificial surroundings
created by the modern system of education. The rishis taught
their pupils without books. They only gave them a few mantras
which the pupils treasured in their memories and translated in
practical life. The present day student has to live in the midst
of heaps of books, sufficient to choke him. In my own days
Reynolds was much in vogue among students and I escaped
him only because I was far from being a brilliant student and
never cared to peep out of the school text-books. When I went
to England, however, I saw that these novels were tabooed in
decent circles and that I had lost nothing by having never read
them. Similarly there are many other things which a student
might do worse than reject. One such thing is the craze for
earning a career. Only the grihastJw (householder) has to think
of it, it is none of the brahmachari students' dharma. He has
to acquaint himself with the condition of things in his own
country, try to realize the magnitude of the crisif with which
it is faced, and the work that it requires of him. I dare say
many amongst you read newspapers. I do not think I can ask
JW to esphew them altogether. But I would ask you to eschew
everything of ephemeral interest, and I can tell you that news-
papers afford nothing of permanent interest. They offer nothing
to help the formation of character. And yet I know the craze for
newspapers. It is pitiable, terrible. I am talking in this strain
as I have myself made some experiments in education. Out of
those experiments I learnt the meaning of education, I dis-
covered Satyagraha and Non-co-operation and launched on